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Abstract:

The Sultanate of Oman, like many Arab countries, faces escalating
criminal threats from narcotics and psychotropic substance trafficking. This
is due to its proximity to major drug-producing regions and the evolving
trafficking methods in the region. Despite ongoing national efforts, Oman
continues to see increased inflows of illicit drug shipments and maritime
landings, revealing gaps in the current control system and highlighting the

need for a comprehensive review of existing response mechanisms.

To address such a critical research gap, this study examines drugs trafficking
trends into Oman and explores future response strategies. A structured
questionnaire was administered to personnel from the General Directorate for
Combating Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances to capture their perspectives
on the trafficking landscape and key challenges to counter-narcotics efforts.
Additionally, qualitative interviews with experts and specialists were conducted
to analyse prevailing trafficking patterns and develop practical, context-specific

solutions suited to Oman’s unique socio-geographic conditions.

The study reached several key conclusions, most notably that the
volume of drug seizures between 2020 and 2024 signals a growing risk of
Oman being used as a trafficking corridor or major transit hub—or, more
concerningly, as a site for local drug production. In response, and drawing
on regional experiences and international models, the study proposes
integrated pillars for a national action plan that incorporates preventive and
deterrent measures within a comprehensive, participatory framework. The
plan aims to disrupt external supply chains and reduce domestic availability,

thereby advancing Oman’s efforts to combat this global threat.

Keywords: Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Trafficking Crimes,
National Security, Emerging criminal trends, Regional and international

security cooperation, Strategies for Combating Emerging Crimes.
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